
 A group of Leningrad artists and art critics from the Academy of 
Arts undertakes a trip to the great monuments of antiquity in Greece 
in 1976 after the overthrow of the "black colonels".

A kind of diary, sketched by Andrey Bliok, who had already been 
teaching drawing at the Academy for 5 years, formed a basis for a 
cycle of paintings, finished in the two years to follow. 

The Greek cycle of A. Bliok includes a large declarative painting 
and a series of landscapes, in some cases with genre elements, 
presenting up-to-date life in harmony with nature, part of which 
were ancient monuments - nuns cycling rapidly by the ancient 
statues in the Agora, a military man posing against the Acropolis. 
Sunlit marble in the hot sky becomes a leitmotif of the series, but a 
protagonist is still a present-day person. Thus the paintings preserve 
a freshness of perception of nature, conveying the rhythm of time.

     Contemporary events can take a symbolic character independent 
of time such as the ceremony of lighting the Olympic flame. In the 
painting the solemn rhythm of the moment is subordinate to the 
static Doric columns. The standing female figures, draped in white 
tunics, are treated as fragments of antique statues. The tanned faces 
and postures of the Kores lose their individual intonation, 
emphasizing the archetype.

The painting "Eleftheria–Song Festival in Athens" (1977) 
continues a series of monumental multi-figured compositions of 
Andrey Bliok. The expansive element of youth demonstrations 
attracted him by its sincerity and expression. To render the pathos 
of a significant public event, the artist chooses a manner different 
from his Greek cycle of lanscapes. The emotional tension is reflected 
in the violent range of colors and more rigid, close to graphic, 
brushwork. Sharp contrasts of light and shadow add to the drama of 
the night scene. The Parthenon, the symbol of Greek democracy, 
gets the role of the semantic centre of the composition around the 
cliff, at the base of which moves a mass of demos. Its dynamics is 
transmitted to the viewer and is meant to enliven all the space of the 
picture. The idea of freedom is suggested by the ancient Agora and 
the restless sky above. This can not but bring to mind “Laokoon” by 
El Greco.
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