any extensive iconographical programme, remain a somewhat underinvestigated typology of medie-
val art.
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RELICS IN CORTONA BETWEEN BYZANTIUM AND THE WEST:
THE CASE OF THE CHURCH OF ST. FRANCIS

The church of St. Francis in Cortona was built in the middle of the 13th century by Elias of Cor-
tona (1180-1253), second Minister General of the Order of Friars Minor and trusted confidant of Fred-
erick II. This church houses an important gathering of relics, that arrived in the tuscan city thanks
to the effort of the friar.

In 1243 this controversial figure of the early Franciscan Age was sent on diplomatic mission to the
East by the Hohenstaufen. A few years after he brought back from this journey a lot of gifts and rel-
ics: among them perhaps a fragment of the Holy Cross, kept in the well-known Byzantine ivory stau-
rotheke (10th century) that he later settled in the church of St. Francis, built immediately after (1245).
Willing to create in Cortona a franciscan alternative to Assisi, Elias used the fragment of the Holy
Cross as well as three other relics bound to the Serafico’s memory: Francis’ evangeliary and cassock,
and a pillow maybe given to him as a gift by Jacopa de’ Settesoli and linked to the Saint’s last moments
before his death.

The presence of all these relics in the church of St. Francis shows the importance of this place in the
early years of Franciscanism, also proving its founder’s contacts with the East: these objects are actual
documents telling us both about the role of Elias as intermediate between Byzantium and Cortona
and his deep and intimate connection with Saint Francis.

CunbBusa Jlemxio
Pumckuti ynusepcumem Jla Canuenya, Vimanus

Pemuksun nepksu Cs. @pannucka B Koprone: Mexxpy Busantueit u 3anmagom

IlepxoBb CB. ®pannucka B Koprone 6bu1a moctpoena B cepepune XIII B. Vimeit KoproHckum
(1180-1253), BroppiM [eHepanbHBIM MUHUCTPOM OpZeHa MJIQJIINX OpaTbeB U TOBEPEHHBIM -
oM ®Opuppuxa II. B nepkBu XpaHUTCA 3HAYUTENIbHOE COOpaHUe PENMKBUIL, KOTOpble MPUObUIN
B 9TOT TOCKAHCKUII TOPOJ, 671arofjaps €ro yCuanaM.

B 1243 r. Vimus KoproHckuit 6T ITOCTaH C JUIUIOMaTYecKoy Muccreit Ha Boctok @puppn-
xom II TorenmraydenoM. CrrycTsi HECKONIBKO JIeT OH BEPHY/ICA U3 CBOETO IyTEIIeCTBUA C JapaMu
u penuksusMu. Cpeny HUX, BO3MOXHO, Obin ¢parmeHT CBsAtoro Kpecra, XpaHMBIIMIICS B XO-
POIIO M3BECTHON BU3AHTMIICKON CTaBpOTeKe C/IOHOBOI KOCTi (X B.). OTM peMMKBUM OH IOMe-
ctun B nepkByu CB. @paHIMCKa, IOCTPOEHHOI cpa3dy nocse aroro (1245). JKenas cosgars B Kop-
TOHe (PPAHIMCKAHCKYIO abTepHATUBY Accusy, Vnma ncrnonb3oBan Ajis 3Toro ¢pparmMeHT CBATOTO
KpecTa u Tpu fpyrue penmksum, cBsi3aHHbIE C MaMATbIO CB. PpaHIICKa: €BAHTE/IMAPUIT CBATOTO
U €ro pACy, a TaKXKe MOJYLIKY, BO3MOXHO, IoflapeHHyto eMy fxomnmnoit ne CeTrreconu B MOCIEN-
HI€ JTHU €TO >KU3HM.

ITpucyrtcrBue Bcex aTuX penuksuil B nepksu Cs. @paHIMCKa CBUIETEIBCTBYET O BAKHOM 3Ha-
YeHM) 3TOTO MeCTa JyIA paHHero (paHIVICKAaHCTBA, a TAaKXe [JOKa3blBaeT HaIM4ylie KOHTAKTOB
VX OCHOBaTeNA ¢ BOCTOKOM: 3Tu IpegMeThl — peajbHble JOKYMEHTBI, TOBOPAIL/E HaM U O PO/IN
Vinun xak nocpenHnka Mexxny Busantneit u KopToHoit, 1 0 ero rimyOoKoit U TeCHOM CBA3M CO CBS-
TIM DPPpaHIVICKOM.
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